
 

 

Why Classical Education? 

There is a question every parent eventually asks whether they are standing in a school hallway 

or sitting around a kitchen table: What kind of education do I actually want for my child? Not just a 

good test score. The kind of education that produces a person who can think, speak, reason, and 

live well, not just perform well. 

Classical education is an answer to that question. 

What Classical Education Actually Is 

Classical education is the oldest and most proven model of Western schooling, rooted in the 

Greek and Roman traditions, carried through medieval Christendom, and passed on through 

the great universities of Europe. It is the education that formed Augustine, Dante, Shakespeare, 

and the American Founders. 

At its core, classical education follows the trivium: three stages of learning that correspond to 

how children actually develop. 

Grammar is the stage of foundational knowledge. Children at this age have remarkable 

memorization capacity. Classical schools use this window deliberately, filling young minds 

with the stories, facts, history, and vocabulary that become the raw material for everything that 

follows. Latin is often introduced here, not as a dead language, but as a precision instrument for 

understanding English and the structure of language itself. 

Logic is the stage of questioning. As children enter adolescence and begin to push back on 

everything, classical education turns that instinct into a discipline. Students learn formal logic, 

how arguments work, how to identify bad reasoning, and how to construct good reasoning. The 

adolescent who challenges authority learns to do it with a syllogism instead of a tantrum. 

Rhetoric is the stage of expression. Students learn to communicate what they know and think 

with clarity, force, and persuasion. They write, debate, and deliver formal orations. The goal is a 

young person who is not just smart but articulate, not just informed but persuasive. 



This is the philosophy of formation that extends beyond mere curriculum. But the trivium is 

only part of the picture. Classical education has always had a second aim running alongside the 

intellectual one: the formation of virtue. 

The ancients did not separate the two. Aristotle's ideal was not merely the clever man but the 

good man, someone whose habits of thought and habits of life had been trained together. A 

person who could reason brilliantly but lacked courage, honesty, or self-control was not 

educated in any meaningful sense. 

Christian classical schools take this seriously in a way that secular institutions cannot. Virtue is 

not a set of rules posted on a wall. It is a pattern of life that has to be modeled, practiced, and 

reinforced over years. When students read about men and women who bore hardship with 

dignity, who chose the harder right over the easier wrong, who sacrificed for something greater 

than themselves, they are not just absorbing historical facts. They are being formed by those 

stories. They are learning what a human life can look like when it is ordered toward something 

real. 

Grammar students memorize catechism and Scripture alongside their Latin declensions. Logic 

students wrestle with hard ethical questions in a framework that takes moral truth seriously. 

Rhetoric students learn that persuasion carries responsibility, that the power to move people is 

a power that can be used well or badly, and that character is not separable from 

communication. 

Why It Matters Now 

Most parents sense, without always being able to name it, that something is missing from 

modern schooling. Students move through thirteen years of education and emerge knowing 

how to follow directions and pass tests, but struggle to defend a position, construct an 

argument, or explain what they actually believe and why. They have consumed enormous 

amounts of information and integrated very little of it. They graduate knowing how to Google 

answers but not how to evaluate them. 

Classical education does the opposite. It is slow on purpose. It is deep on purpose. It is not 

interested in producing compliant students. It is interested in producing free ones. 

Freedom here means something specific: the freedom that comes from a well-formed mind. A 

student who has read Homer and Augustine, who has studied formal logic, who can write and 

argue and reason, is not easily manipulated. He is not dependent on experts to tell him what to 



think. He has the tools to think for himself, within a tradition that has been tested over 

centuries. 

For Christian families especially, this matters. The faith has always been a thinking faith. The 

creeds, the catechisms, the Scriptures themselves demand careful reading and precise 

understanding. Classical education forms students for that kind of engagement, not religious 

sentiment alone, but genuine theological literacy. 

What This Looks Like at Citadel 

Citadel Christian School is not trying to replicate a public school with a Bible verse added. The 

entire educational structure is built around classical methods and a Christian worldview that 

takes both words seriously. 

Students here read primary sources, not just textbooks about primary sources. They discuss 

rather than just absorb. They are expected to write and speak with care. They study Latin. They 

engage the great questions of history, philosophy, and theology as living questions, not 

museum artifacts. 

The community is small by design. Small classrooms mean real relationships, students who 

know each other, teachers who know every student, and a culture where learning is taken 

seriously because the people around you take it seriously. 

For Families Considering a Change 

If you have found yourself dissatisfied with the options available, not necessarily because 

anything terrible is happening, but because something important seems to be missing, that 

feeling is worth paying attention to. 

Classical education is not for every family, and Citadel does not pretend otherwise. It requires 

genuine commitment from parents and students alike. The result is students who can think, 

who love learning, who carry their faith with substance, and who are prepared not just for 

college but for a life of genuine flourishing. 

That is what families want for their children. Citadel Christian School exists to provide it. 

 


